
Statewide Public 
Defender Legislation 

Update

Jeff York, Chief Public 
Defender



CURRENT LAW



Statistics

10,000 cases/year

Avg. felony at a time= 50-150

Avg. misd. at a time = 100-250

1800 investigations/yr

450 clinician assists/yr

Cases

• Felony 
      (possible prison over 1 year)

• Misdemeanor 
      (possible jail up to 1 year)

• Pre-Trial 
      (everyone regardless of income)

• Mental illness commitment
      (forced to remain in hospital or meds)

• Juvenile
• Delinquency (children 10-18 commit crimes)
• Abuse/Neglect (parents that may lose their 

children) 



Public Defender

18 felony 
attorneys

Deputy Chief PD Deputy Chief PD

3 drug, 
mental 
health

12 misdemeanor 
attorneys 

4 juvenile 
attorneys

Law 
students

training

5 investigators 7 sec/admin

College 
students

2 MH clinicians

Deputy Chief PD

64 total head count





PUBLIC DEFENDER BUDGETS

$6,591,509.00 $6,602,358.00

$4,389,756.00

$8,772,667.00

DUPAGE LAKE KANE WILL









“A minority of Task Force 
members feel that this 
recommendation does not 
go far enough in achieving 
independence, and believe 
that judges should not be 
involved in the selection 
and appointment of chief 
defenders”



















PROPOSED LAW – SB595, SA1
• 55 ILCS 5/3-4000.2 new

• Office of Public Defender Trial Support.

• Notwithstanding any provision in this Division to the contrary, the Supreme Court is 
encouraged to establish a framework for a statewide Office of Public Defense Trial Support. 
The duties of the Office of Public Defense Trial Support may include, but are not limited to: 
(1) providing support to public defenders upon request; and (2) in conjunction with other 
interested parties, facilitating a strategic planning process designed to enhance public 
defender services and ensure that effective assistance of counsel is rendered regardless of 
the jurisdiction in which charges are brought. Subject to appropriation and at the direction 
of the Supreme Court, the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts shall provide 
administrative and other support to the Office of Public Defense Trial Support through June 
30, 2026.



PROCESS



WHY WOULD IT 
BE BAD?



YOUR IMPACT



PDS PROPOSE SEVERAL CHANGES





NORTHWESTERN BILL



HOW ARE WE INVOLVED?



EXPECTED NEXT STEPS
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