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CURRENT LAW

55 ILCS 5/3-4004 Appointment of Public Defender in counties under
1,000,000.

As soon as may be after this Division becomes applicable to a county with a population under 1,000,000, the
judges of the Circuit Court of the circuit in which the county is located shall, by a majority vote of the entire
number of those judges, appoint to the office of Public Defender a properly qualified person, who shall hold
office, his death or resignation not intervening, at the pleasure of the judges competent to appoint.
Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office it shall be filled in the same manner, and the person appointed to fill

the vacancy shall have the same tenure of office.




Cases

* Felony

(possible prison over 1 year)

* Misdemeanor
(possible jail up to 1 year)

e Pre-Trial

(everyone regardless of income)

* Mental illness commitment
(forced to remain in hospital or meds)

* Juvenile

* Delinquency (children 10-18 commit crimes)
 Abuse/Neglect (parents that may lose their
children)

Statistics

10,000 cases/year
Avg. felony at a time= 50-150
Avg. misd. at a time = 100-250
1800 investigations/yr

450 clinician assists/yr
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PUBLIC DEFENDER BUDGETS

$8,772,661.00

$6,591,509.00 $6,602,358.00

$4,389,156.00

DUPAGE







THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL IN ILLINOIS

EVALUATION OF ADULT CRIMINAL TRIAL-EVEL
INDIGENT DEFENSE SFRVICES

JUNE 2021

—= SIXTH
'8l AMENDMENT



[LLINOIS SUPREME COURT ANNOUNCES CREATION OF CRIMINAL INDIGENT
DEFENSE TASK FORCE

The lllinois Supreme Court has announced the creation of the lllinois Judicial Conference’s (IJC) Criminal Indigent Defense Task Force (Task Force).

The Task Force will be studying how to best provide for the constitutional guarantee of criminal defense for indigent defendants as a follow up to

the report issued by the Sixth Amendment Center on the right to counsel in lllinois.



Rep of the Illinois

Judicial Conference
Criminal Indigent Defense
Task Force

OCTOBER 2023

“A minority of Task Force
members feel that this
recommendation does not
go far enough in achieving
iIndependence, and believe
that judges should not be
involved in the selection
and appointment of chief
defenders”






AMERICANBARASSOCIATION

Standing Committes on Legal
Aid and Indigent Defense

AUGUST 2023



Judges’ removal of Champaign County
public defender sets off alarms in lllinois




Funding Illinois’ Public
Detfense Services

Sino Esthappan
PhD Student, Sociclopy Department

Northwestern University

Enn Hughes, Ashley Justice, Diego Mannque, & Isabella Spinell
Law Students, Northwrestern Prtzker School of Law

Julie Biehl
Durector, Children and Famuly Justice Center
MNocthwestern Poutzker School of Law




55 ILCS 5/3-4014 Public Defender Fund.

(a) (Blank).

(b) The Public Defender Fund is created as a special fund in the State treasury. All money in the Public Defender Fund
shall be used, subject to appropriation, by the Illinois Supreme Court to provide funding to counties with a population of

3,000,000 or less for public defenders and public defender services pursuant to this Section 3-4014.




SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS

160 NORTH LASALILE STREET

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
CHIEF JUSTICE MARY JANE THEIS (312) 793 5460

CHAMBERS OF

Annual Report to the General Assembly on the 2023 Illinois Judicial Conference




2. Study of Statewide Criminal Indigent Defense—Strategic Goal 1
This 1nitiative focused on studying and making recommendations for statewide solutions to the
right to counsel 1n criminal cases at the trial level. While the constitutional obligation to provide
effective assistance of counsel belongs to the State, Illinois long ago transferred that trial-level
obligation to counties without a corresponding transfer of resources. The result has been wide
disparities 1 resources and delivery systems across the state.

The IJC recommends full State funding of trial-level public defense services: establishing a
statewide Administrative Office of Public Defense (AOPD) under judicial branch authority to
provide administrative and infrastructure support to local public defender offices; and
developing and mmplementing a rigorous strategy and infrastructure in the AOPD for
recruitment and retention of attorneys.




The Time Is Now: Responding to the
Public Defense Crisis in lllinois

nstituti z 1t t
isparate public defense delivery

The lllinois Supreme Court seeks a permanent and sustainable
statewide response to this public defense crisis through the creation
of a statewide Office of Public Defense Trial Support (OPDTS)

o develop comprehensive plans that
d public def i vill b i

At the end of the two-
the planning
alone age

Long Term Goals:

Level the playing field. Cr
i tigation ex tise, ISP forensic
weneral and

1 that will apply
iders, and part-time P

Increase the resources of the current county-based system.




PROPOSED LAW - SBS9S5, SAl

* 55 ILCS 5/3-4000.2 new

* Office of Public Defender Trial Support.

* Notwithstanding any provision in this Division to the contrary, [E§SHl

SHcolrageciolestaplishauramewondior a statewide Office of Public Defense Trial Support.
The duties of the Office of Public Defense Trial Support may include, but are not limited to:
(1) providing support to pub11c defenders upon request; and (2) in conjunction with

defender services and ensure that effective assistance of counsel is rendered regardless of
the jurisdiction in which charges are brought. Subject to appropriation and at the direction
of the Supreme Court, the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts shall provide

administrative and other support to the Office of Public Defense Trial Support through June
30, 2026.






WHY WOULD IT
BE BAD?




Statewide
Public Defender

Senate Bill 595
Senate Amendment 1

YOUR IMPACT
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PDS PROPOSE SEVERAL CHANGES




LISTEN LIVE P

On Air v | Obituaries | Sports ¥ |  Podcasts v

ATEST » From Rock of Ages_

Efforts underway for statewide public defender system to
‘even legal playing field’
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HOW ARE WE INVOLVED'-"




EXPECTED NEXT STEPS
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