






 

Project Title Clearing Invasives along the Prairie Path in Glen Ellyn 

Cost of the Project $15,000 

Brief Description of the 
Scope of Initiative 

With the long-term goal to establish butterfly meadows and pollinator 
gardens on non-wooded land adjacent to the Prairie Path in Glen Ellyn, 
this proposal is to clear weeds and invasive and woody plants from 
these target areas. 
 
The land along the Prairie Path is County property, maintained by Glen 
Ellyn 
 
The intended scope is the strip of land that runs between Park Blvd and 
Montclair Ave, between the Prairie Path and the Montclair Commuter 
Parking Lot. 
 
The proposal is to clear the 4,200sf area and prepare the soil for 
installation of Monarch meadows, consisting of perennials and small 
shrubs.  If budget allows, one or more sections of meadow will be 
installed as part of this project. 

Desired Outcomes The goal is to remove weeds, poison ivy, and invasive plants such as 
buckthorn - to make way for future Monarch meadows, which would: 

●​ Beautify an area that is enjoyed daily by many DuPage County 
residents - as they walk, bike, and run along the Prairie Path - 
and as they ride Metra from Chicago to the suburbs 

●​ Replace woody plants and weedy areas, rather than with turf, 
with native prairie flowers and grasses - setting a positive 
example of sustainable landscaping 

●​ Making good use of a rare open-sky area to establish 
much-needed Monarch habitat in an area with limited municipal 
greenspace 

●​ Partner with The Conservation Foundation and local sustainable 
horticulture experts in the design and selection of native plants 

Location 

 



 

 
The Village of Glen Ellyn Public Works department identified an opportunity to transform a 
highly visible (yet weedy) area into a native pollinator showcase.   
 
This strip of land is DuPage County property running along the Prairie Path, at the East edge of 
downtown Glen Ellyn. 
 
The impact of transforming this space is high!  This narrow strip is viewed daily by many, from 
the Prairie Path, from the Metra West line, from the adjacent Montclair parking lot, and by cars 
crossing the tracks along Park Boulevard. 
 
The opportunity for improvement is high.  The strip is sparse and patchy near town but becomes 
full with woody plants and invasive shrubs further east - including a plethora of poison ivy and 
buckthorn.  There is also a lot of woody low grow sumac, which is difficult to keep weeded well.   
 
The impact can be gained from addressing a relatively small square footage of roughly 4,200 
square feet (the strip is 720’ long and expands from 3’ to 8’ wide). 
 
Timing in 2025 is ideal.  This spring, the Village of Glen Ellyn installed a native pollinator garden 
at the west end of downtown (Volunteer Park) and plans to install pollinator-friendly plants in 
downtown planters this summer.  If installed this fall, this project could do the same at the east 
end of downtown - bookending the central business district and creating a corridor for 
pollinators and birds. 
 
Approach 
 

1)​ Clear the existing weeds - a majority of the grant budget will be directed toward clearing 
the weedy sites​
 

2)​ Create the planting design (no cost) - The Glen Ellyn Environmental Commission has 
asked representatives from The Conservation Foundation to mentor and guide this 
project along with a Glen Ellyn professional horticulturalist (certified in native landscape 
design), who has generously volunteered her time to create the detailed design. ​
 

3)​ Create mulched paths - a portion of the grant will be directed to establish 5’ and 10’ wide 
mulched paths to create the outline of the Monarch Meadows.​
 



4)​ Acquire plants - if budget remains after clearing and path setup, The Conservation 
Foundation will acquire plants to install one or more of the Monarch meadows this year.  
Otherwise, the beds will be left clear.​
 

5)​ Install plants (no cost) - if funds enable plant purchase, The Conservation Foundation 
and the Glen Ellyn Environmental Commission will coordinate “Monarch Festival” 
community planting days to install the garden with local garden clubs and volunteers. 

 
 
Design Outline and Guidelines 
 

1)​ Section Layout: The 720-foot site is divided by lampposts into six 120’ sections 
Each 120-foot section will adopt a similar layout: 

a)​ Lamppost with 5’ of gardens on both sides 
b)​ 5’ mulched path 
c)​ 45’ Monarch meadow 
d)​ 10’ mulched path (at center of section) 
e)​ 45’ Monarch meadow 
f)​ 5’ mulched path 
g)​ Lamppost with 5’ of gardens on both sides 

2)​ Average Section Width: 4’ for three sections; 7’ for three sections.  ​
Plants will be selected to be appropriate for the section width. 

3)​ Plant height will be kept at 2-4’ 
4)​ Meadows will be designed for large drifts (Dutch wave) of plants for easier maintenance. 
5)​ Plants will be selected for their native wildlife support characteristics as well as for salt 

and drought tolerance. 
 
Sample Plant List and Supporting Criteria 
 

Plants selected with serve as nectar and pollen sources for a diverse array of native pollinators 
including: 

●​ Bees (native, bumble, honey) 
●​ Butterflies (monarchs, swallowtails, fritillaries, painted ladies, skippers, sulphurs) 
●​ Hoverflies, beetles, moths, and even some wasps 
●​ Hummingbirds (especially tubular-flowered species) 

We can also expect regular visits from: 

●​ Finches (including goldfinch) 
●​ Sparrows and native songbirds 
●​ Wrens and chickadees 
●​ Hummingbirds 
●​ Orioles, warblers, and tanagers 
●​ Ground-feeding doves and quail 

These plantings provide food (nectar, seeds, insects), nesting material, and habitat for birds 
throughout the growing season and into winter. 

 



Narrow Meadows (Sections 1-3) - “shrub scape”, steppe-inspired: 
Mugo Pine ‘Valley Cushion’ 
Potentilla ‘Creme brulee’  or ‘Happy Face’  
Hypericum - straight species or ‘Blues Festival’ 
Panicum ‘Cheyenne Sky’ 
Sporobolus heterolepis 
Monarda bradburiana 
Asclepias tuberosa  
Sedum ‘Pillow Talk’ 

 
Parking Islands: 

Prairie alumroot - under trees 
Sporobolus heterolepis 

 
Wide Meadows - naturalistic, “Dutch wave”-inspired (may include small shrubs): 

Grass matrix: 
Panicum ‘Cheyenne Sky’, ‘Red Flame‘, ‘Cape Breeze’ 
Schizachyrium scoparium - ‘Prairie Blues’, ‘Little Red Fox’  
Sporobolus heterolepis  
Bouteloua curtipendula 
Karl Foerster 
Sesleria autumnalis 
Spring-Early Summer: 
Amsonia tabernaemontana var. salicifolia 
Baptisia australis or cultivar 
Echinacea pallida 
Penstemon digitalis or cultivar 
Monarda bradburiana 
Nepeta 
Achillea 'Moonshine' 
Asclepias incarnata 
Summer: 
Monarda cultivars 
Calamintha nepeta 
Veronicas - ’Seaside’ 
Allium ‘Windy City’, ‘Big Beauty’ or Allium cernuum (Nodding) 
Asclepias tuberosa 
Eryngium yuccifolium 'Prairie Moon' 
Echinacea purpurea or cultivar 
Verbena stricta  
Late summer-fall: 
Rudbeckia ‘American Gold Rush’; Rudbeckia fulgida 
Eupatorium-eutrochium - Joe Pye Weed 'Little Joe' 
Perovskia ‘Little Spire’ 
Euphorbia corollata  
Liatris aspera 

 
 



Site Photos 

 

 

  



  

 

 










