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Dear Member DeSart and Member Covert, 
 
The DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation respectfully requests the DuPage County Board’s 
consideration to allocate a portion of their Member Initiative Funds to support building needs for 
future use of the Museum building for County residents. 
 
The Museum is a community gem nestled in downtown Wheaton with a mission to educate the 
general public through the collection, preservation, interpretation and exhibition of materials which 
document the history of DuPage County and its relationship to Illinois and the nation. The Museum 
building and artifact collection is owned by the County of DuPage and the Museum is operated by the 
Wheaton Park District through a joint Intergovernmental Agreement. 
 
The Museum’s building was built in 1891 and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
1981. As the building continues to age, it increasingly needs updates and maintenance to keep it 
operating safely and efficiently and to maximize its value to the community. The Museum team is 
dedicated to preserving its finest piece of history and its largest artifact – the building itself.  
 
We are requesting that you consider supporting the Museum’s current and future endeavors, 
project details listed on the following pages, by allocating a portion of your district’s 
Membership Initiative Funds to the DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation. 
 
By investing in the Museum, not only will you invest in County property and history, but you will 
directly impact over 10,000 people annually that visit and attend Museum events. This upgrade and 
building project will further restore and enhance the Museum’s architecture for future generations by 
protecting the window frames to prevent further leaking and provide a safe carpeted area for events. 
We invite you to review the following pages that detail these projects and upgrades.  
 
If you would like to support the Museum or have any questions, please contact Michelle Podkowa at 
mpodkowa@wheatonparks.org or 630.510.4956. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael Benard     Michelle Podkowa 
Executive Director, Wheaton Park District  Museum Manager and Educator 
Secretary, DCHM Foundation   DuPage County Historical Museum 
mbenard@wheatonparks.org | 630.510.4945  mpodkowa@wheatonparks.org | 630.510.4956 

 
 
 
 
 






