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Project Description:

The DuPage County Forensic Science Center (DCFSC) is a forensic science laboratory that analyzes
evidence items from approximately 40 law enforcement agencies within DuPage County, Illinois.  The
DNA Section is an NDIS-participating laboratory and offers DNA analysis of casework samples utilizing
STRs and Y-STRs.  The DCFSC has identified challenges in their pursuit to process casework
samples for entry into CODIS with a reasonable turnaround time.  In order to ensure sustainability of
capacity, it is necessary to replace aging equipment.  One challenge is securing the funding to do so. 
Furthermore, without grant funding, the laboratory would not be able to provide supplies to enable
analysis of both violent and non-violent cases.  Another challenge is keeping the lab adequately
staffed.  The analysis of casework data, preparing case notes and reports, and technically reviewing
completed casework takes a large amount of time. Grant funding can address these challenges and
will reduce or eliminate their negative impact on backlog and turnaround time.

Updated equipment purchased with funds from this grant will include the purchase of laboratory
instrumentation.  A new CODIS workstation will also be purchased to update CODIS to its newest
version once released.  

A small portion of the grant funds will pay for overtime for DNA analysts, to be used specifically for
rush or priority cases, or validation purposes. The capacity of the laboratory will be increased by grant
funding of supplies needed for additional casework. 

The grant will fund an external audit of the DNA section that will ensure the quality of our work and will
also enable the lab to comply with QAS requirements. Grant funded continuing education will improve
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the analysts' scientific expertise and also enable the laboratory to comply with QAS requirements.
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Award Information

Application Number
GRANT14498524

Funding Instrument Type:
Grant

Award Number
15PBJA-25-GG-01920-DNAX

Supplement Number
00

Award Acceptance Date
 no value

Assistance Listings Number Assistance Listings Program Title

16.036 Comprehensive Forensic DNA Analysis Grant Program

Statutory Authority

Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025 (Pub. L. No. 119-4, Div. A, Secs. 1101(a)(2) and 1301(4), 139 Stat. 9, 10-11, 17; see
Pub. L. No. 118-42, 138 Stat. 25, 147, para. 10(A))
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Current Authorized Representative

Title of Authorized Representative
 

Name of Authorized Representative
James Mendrick

Solicitation Information

Solicitation Title
2025 BJA FY25 DNA Capacity Enhancement for Backlog Reduction (CEBR)- Formula Grants Program

Project Title
FY2025 DNA Capacity Enhancement for Backlog Reduction (CEBR) Program - DuPage County ForensicScience Center

Project Description

The DuPage County Forensic Science Center (DCFSC) is a forensic science laboratory that analyzes
evidence items from approximately 40 law enforcement agencies within DuPage County, Illinois.  The
DNA Section is an NDIS-participating laboratory and offers DNA analysis of casework samples utilizing
STRs and Y-STRs.  The DCFSC has identified challenges in their pursuit to process casework samples
for entry into CODIS with a reasonable turnaround time.  In order to ensure sustainability of capacity, it
is necessary to replace aging equipment.  One challenge is securing the funding to do so.  Furthermore,
without grant funding, the laboratory would not be able to provide supplies to enable analysis of both
violent and non-violent cases.  Another challenge is keeping the lab adequately staffed.  The analysis of
casework data, preparing case notes and reports, and technically reviewing completed casework takes
a large amount of time. Grant funding can address these challenges and will reduce or eliminate their
negative impact on backlog and turnaround time.

Updated equipment purchased with funds from this grant will include the purchase of laboratory
instrumentation.  A new CODIS workstation will also be purchased to update CODIS to its newest
version once released.  

A small portion of the grant funds will pay for overtime for DNA analysts, to be used specifically for rush
or priority cases, or validation purposes. The capacity of the laboratory will be increased by grant
funding of supplies needed for additional casework. 

The grant will fund an external audit of the DNA section that will ensure the quality of our work and will
also enable the lab to comply with QAS requirements. Grant funded continuing education will improve
the analysts' scientific expertise and also enable the laboratory to comply with QAS requirements.
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Project Budget Summary

This award did not receive a budget review as indicated by the budget review selection made when publishing a solicitation.
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