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Blakely, Heidi

From: Walter Lojewski 
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2026 12:52 PM
To: DuPage County Chair
Subject: Stop Pot Shops Near Pre Schools

[Caution: This email originated outside Dupagecounty.gov. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.] 

Deborah Conroy,  

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the proposal to allow a marijuana dispensary to 
operate in unincorporated Itasca less than 1500 feet from a pre-school! This decision has serious 
implications for the health, safety, and well-being of our residents—especially our youth—and I urge 
you to vote NO on expanding the marijuana industry in our community. 
 
Here’s what you need to know, according to a University of Illinois Chicago study cited by the 
Chicago Tribune (October 21, 2023): 
 
Calls to the Illinois Poison Control Center for nonfatal marijuana overdoses among children 
skyrocketed from fewer than 100 in 2016 to nearly 500 per year since legalization. 
 
The rate of fatal crash drivers who tested positive for marijuana rose from 25% before legalization to 
37% in 2020—the first year of legal recreational sales in Illinois. 
 
The fatal crash rate for marijuana-impaired drivers now exceeds that for alcohol, which remains 
steady at 35%. 
 
Cannabis use disorder is not harmless—people hospitalized for it show higher rates of manic 
episodes and psychotic disorders. Around 20% of marijuana users report adverse effects such as 
panic attacks, faintness, nausea, or vomiting. 
 
This is not just about statistics—it’s about lives. Are we prepared to risk the negative consequences 
associated with increased access in Elgin for the sake of another dispensary? 
 
Knowing all of this, I must ask you directly: Is this truly in the best interest of Elgin’s families, youth, 
and neighborhoods? 
 
Please, prioritize public safety and public health. Reject allowing a marijuana dispensary in 
unincorporated Itasca less than 1500 feet from a pre-school! Our community deserves better.  

Sincerely,  

Walter Lojewski  
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