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Prepared by and Return to:  
Land Preservation Manager 
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 
P.O. Box 5000 
Wheaton, IL  60189-5000 
 
Property Address: 
Vacant Land on North and South Sides 
of Army Trail Road and West of Gerber Road 
Bartlett, Illinois 60103 
P.I.N.: 01-14-300-020, 01-14-301-003,  
01-23-100-002, 01-23-101-001, and 01-23-103-005 

 
 

EASEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF DUPAGE COUNTY AND COUNTY 
OF DUPAGE FOR ARMY TRAIL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN HAWK HOLLOW FOREST PRESERVE AND 

WEST BRANCH FOREST PRESERVE 
  

THIS EASEMENT AGREEMENT (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) is effective upon being 
signed by all parties and is made and entered into by and between the Forest Preserve District of DuPage 
County, a body politic and corporate (hereinafter the "DISTRICT") and the County of DuPage, a body politic 
and corporate (hereinafter the “COUNTY"). The DISTRICT and the COUNTY are sometimes referred herein 
individually as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.” 

 
 WITNESSETH: 
 

WHEREAS, the DISTRICT owns certain property commonly known as the Hawk Hollow Forest Preserve 
(hereinafter “Hawk Hollow”) and the West Branch Forest Preserve (hereinafter “West Branch”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the COUNTY owns certain property commonly known as the Army Trail Road right-of-way; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, the COUNTY is in the design stage of the Army Trail Road  - Smith Road to Gerber Road 

project which includes replacement of the bridge over the West Branch DuPage River along with certain 
roadway improvements within the Army Trail Road right-of-way adjacent to and within Hawk Hollow and 
West Branch (hereinafter the “PROJECT”), all within Wayne Township; and 

 
WHEREAS, the COUNTY requests that the DISTRICT grant permanent easements for the PROJECT for 

access, construction and utility improvements and grant temporary easements for the PROJECT to conduct 
grading all within Hawk Hollow and West Branch for the PROJECT; and 

 
WHEREAS, the DISTRICT and the COUNTY are municipalities as defined in Section 1(c) of the Local 

Government Property Transfer Act, 50 ILCS 605/1(c), hereinafter referred to as the “Transfer Act”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2 of the Transfer Act authorizes transfers of real estate, or interests therein, 

between municipalities for any public purpose upon such terms as are agreed to by the corporate authorities 
of the respective municipalities; and 
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WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 2 of the Transfer Act, the COUNTY, pursuant to a duly passed 
ordinance, has determined that it is necessary to be granted permanent easements for access purposes and 
a stormwater compensatory storage area within Hawk Hollow and West Branch and be granted temporary 
easements within Hawk Hollow and West Branch to conduct grading all related to the Army Trail Road Bridge 
Replacement Project; and 

 
WHEREAS, the DISTRICT has determined that it is reasonable, necessary and in the public interest 

and welfare to grant the COUNTY permanent easements and temporary easements subject to the terms and 
conditions set forth herein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing preambles and the promises, terms and 

conditions set forth herein, the Parties agree as follows: 
 

1.0 INCORPORATION OF RECITALS 
1.1 The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein and made a part of this Agreement.  
 
2.0 EASEMENTS GRANTED 
2.1 The DISTRICT hereby grants the COUNTY a non-exclusive, permanent easement for the grading and 

installation of a culvert within certain portions of Hawk Hollow that is referred to as “0004PE” and 
depicted in the easement exhibit attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit A and legally 
described in Group Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein (hereinafter “0004PE”) on the 
terms and conditions as provided for in this Agreement.   

2.2 The DISTRICT also hereby grants the COUNTY a non-exclusive, permanent easement for the grading 
of certain portions of Hawk Hollow that is referred to as “0005PE” and depicted in Exhibit A and 
legally described in Group Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein (hereinafter “0005PE”) 
on the terms and conditions as provided for in this Agreement.     

2.3 The DISTRICT also hereby grants the COUNTY a non-exclusive, permanent easement for the 
operation, maintenance, and replacement of an existing 72 inch storm sewer and the construction 
and maintenance of a drainage swale within a certain portion of West Branch that is referred to as 
“0006PE-A” and depicted in Exhibit A and legally described in Group Exhibit B, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein (hereinafter “0006PE-A”) on the terms and conditions as provided for in this 
Agreement.   

2.4 The DISTRICT also hereby grants the COUNTY a non-exclusive, permanent easement for the 
operation, maintenance, and replacement of existing traffic signal improvements (signal poles, 
signals, signal boxes, signal/electrical wires/conduit, and other signal appurtenances), within a 
certain portion of West Branch that is referred to as “0006PE-B” and depicted in Exhibit A and legally 
described in Group Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein (hereinafter “0006PE-B”) on 
the terms and conditions as provided for in this Agreement.   

2.5 When 0004PE, 0005PE, 0006PE-A, and 0006PE-B are referred to in their entirety, they may be 
referred to as “Permanent Easement Premises.” 

2.6 The DISTRICT also hereby grants the COUNTY four non-exclusive, temporary easements to conduct 
grading in certain portions of Hawk Hollow that are referred to as “0004TE”, “0005TE-A”, “0005TE-
B” and “0005TE-C” and depicted in Exhibit A and legally described in Group Exhibit B, attached hereto 
and incorporated herein (hereinafter “0004TE”, “0005TE-A”, “0005TE-B” and “0005TE-C”) on the 
terms and conditions as provided for in this Agreement.   

2.7 The DISTRICT also hereby grants the COUNTY two non-exclusive, temporary easements to conduct 
grading in certain portions of West Branch that are referred to as “0006TE-A” and “0006TE-B” and 
depicted in Exhibit A and legally described in Group Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated 
herein (hereinafter “0006TE-A” and “0006TE-B”) on the terms and conditions as provided for in this 
Agreement.   
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2.8 When 0004TE, 0005TE-A, 0005TE-B, and 0005TE-BC-C are referred to in their entirety, they may be 
referred to as “Temporary Easement Premises.” 

2.9 The temporary easements granted herein shall expire upon DISTRICT written acceptance of the 
restoration of all disturbed areas. 

 
3.0  SCOPE OF PROJECT  
3.1 The Parties agree that the PROJECT work shall be as depicted and described in the plan drawings, 

prepared by Ciorba Group and dated September 2026 (hereinafter referred to as “Final Plan”). The 
Final Plan shall be deemed incorporated herein by reference but without attaching said document 
hereto due to its size.  The COUNTY agrees to cooperate with the DISTRICT regarding any significant 
proposed changes, alterations, or modifications to the Final Plan that materially affect the DISTRICT 
including, but not limited to, any field adjustments or change orders, by providing reasonable 
advance notification and opportunity for review and comment.   

3.2 The COUNTY intends to begin construction of the PROJECT no earlier than November 2026, with final 
completion anticipated on or before November 2028.  

3.3 The Parties agree that the PROJECT work shall be consistent with the terms and conditions of each 
and every permit and, or approval issued by any regulatory authority having jurisdiction over the 
PROJECT.   

3.4 The COUNTY shall notify the DISTRICT’S designated project representative (Kevin Stough, 
kstough@dupageforest.org) no less than five business days prior to the first access to the Permanent 
Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises.  The COUNTY shall notify the DISTRICT no 
less than 14 business days prior to any in-river work so that the DISTRICT can perform mussel 
relocation in advance of the work.  The COUNTY shall notify the DISTRICT no less than six weeks prior 
to any future construction project within the Permanent Easement Premises related to the 
compensatory storage in accordance with the notice provisions in paragraph 12.0 herein. The 
COUNTY shall make any independent contractor accessing the Permanent Easement Premises and 
Temporary Easement Premises aware of the terms and conditions of this Agreement.   

3.5 The COUNTY shall notify the DISTRICT’S designated project representative within two days after the 
completion of the restoration of the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement 
Premises.  

 
4.0 EASEMENT FEE  
4.1 The DISTRICT’S Ordinance 96-096 (Rules and Regulations for Easements and Licenses) provides that 

easement fees are based on 1) an easement fee and 2) the value of the trees within an easement.  
The fee for the Permanent Easement Premises is $80,475.00, which is based on $25,000.00 per acre 
for 0.067 acres of Permanent Easement Premises within the floodway ($25,000.00 X 0.067 acres = 
$1,675.00) and $200,000.00 per acre for 0.394 acres of Permanent Easement Premises outside the 
floodway ($200,000.00 X 0.394 acres = $78,800.00). The fee for the Temporary Easement Premises 
is $11,478.68, which is based on $26,267.00 per acre ($26,267.00 X 0.437 acres = $11,478.68).  The 
total easement fee is $91,953.68.  The COUNTY intends to remove only a portion of the trees within 
the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises as referenced in the Tree 
Survey Report prepared by GZA Illinois, Inc. and revision dated 5/15/26, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein as Exhibit C.  The tree value fee for the trees within the Permanent Easement 
and Temporary Easements is $273,939.00 as calculated in the Tree Value Table attached hereto and 
incorporated herein as Exhibit D.  As consideration for reduced building fees for the DISTRICT’S new 
Grounds and Natural Resources facility on Mack Road, the tree removal fees are being reduced by 
50% for a total tree value fee of $136,969.50.  The total easement fee including the value of the trees 
is $228,923.18.  The total easement fee shall be paid to the DISTRICT prior to the execution of this 
Agreement by the DISTRICT.  
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4.2 Upon COUNTY written notice of the completion of the PROJECT to the DISTRICT, the COUNTY shall 
provide the DISTRICT with an updated Tree Survey Report which identifies all of the trees removed 
within the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises.  After DISTRICT 
inspection and confirmation of the total number of trees removed, the DISTRICT will prepare an 
updated Tree Value Table to establish a final tree value fee. If the final tree value exceeds the original 
tree value identified in Exhibit D, the COUNTY will pay the DISTRICT the balance of the tree value fee.   
If the COUNTY removes any trees within the Permanent Easement Premises in the future, the County 
shall pay the DISTRICT the requisite tree removal fees then in existence in the DISTRICT’S regulations. 

 
5.0 PERMITS AND APPROVALS 
5.1 The COUNTY shall obtain all necessary permits and other approvals required for the PROJECT.  The 

COUNTY shall also comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
(including, but not limited to, those relating to safety) whenever it performs any work on the 
Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises or exercises any rights conferred 
under this Agreement.   

5.3 The COUNTY agrees to provide the DISTRICT with as-built record drawings of the PROJECT within 90 
days following completion of the PROJECT. 

 
6.0 INSURANCE 
6.1 The COUNTY is self-insured and does not purchase insurance on a case-by-case basis.  Before 

beginning any PROJECT work and any future work (as referenced in paragraph 9.0) within the 
Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises, the COUNTY shall require each 
of its contractors and consultants (including their sub-contractors) to obtain the following minimum 
insurance coverages, which shall be maintained in force until the COUNTY has furnished the DISTRICT 
with a letter certifying that all PROJECT work, restoration work, and future work has been completed: 
(a) Workers' Compensation Insurance with limits as required by the applicable statutes of the 

State of Illinois. 
(b) Employer’s Liability Insurance with limits of not less than $1,000,000.00 each accident/injury; 

$500,000.00 each employee/disease. 
(c) Commercial General Liability Insurance with limits of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence 

bodily injury/ property damage combined single limit; $2,000,000 aggregate bodily 
injury/property damage combined single limit.  The policy of Commercial General Liability 
Insurance shall provide “occurrence” based coverage and shall include an endorsement 
naming the DISTRICT as an additional insured.  The Commercial General Liability policy shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

  (i) premises/operations coverage; 
  (ii)  products/completed operations coverage; 

(iii) contractual liability coverage (specifically covering the indemnification obligations 
referred to in paragraph 10); 

  (iv) personal injury coverage (with the employment exclusion deleted); 
  (v) broad form property damage coverage; 
  (vi) explosion, collapse, and underground coverage; and 
  (vii) independent contractor liability coverage. 

(d) Comprehensive Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance with limits of not less than $2,000,000 each 
accident bodily injury/property damage combined single limit. 

(e) Umbrella/excess liability insurance shall be in force for a minimum limit of $1,000,000 per 
each occurrence bodily injury/property damage combined single limit.  The umbrella 
coverage shall apply in excess above the limits stated in subparagraphs (b) and (c). 
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The foregoing insurance coverage shall be provided by companies authorized to transact business in 
the State of Illinois and acceptable to and approved by the Parties. The COUNTY shall provide the 
DISTRICT with Certificates of Insurance from their contractors and consultants and if requested, 
copies of the policies or endorsements issued by the insurers.  Each certificate and policy shall 
provide that, upon cancellation or modification of the policy, written notice shall be provided to the 
DISTRICT.  The COUNTY shall not allow any contractor or consultant to commence work on properties 
owned by the DISTRICT until all the insurance coverage required under this paragraph has been 
obtained and satisfactory evidence thereof has been furnished in writing to the DISTRICT.  Each 
contract between the COUNTY and a contractor and, or consultant, performing work on the 
properties owned by the DISTRICT shall provide that the DISTRICT is intended as a third-party 
beneficiary of the insurance obligation that is required of the contractor, or consultant, under this 
paragraph.  The DISTRICT may require, as part of their pre-bid comments, that any COUNTY-hired 
vendor performing work on DISTRICT property maintain insurance coverage in reasonably higher 
amounts based on the nature of the work and, or, that such coverage includes specific endorsements.  
The COUNTY shall maintain during the term of this Agreement, as part of their self-insurance, a policy 
of Commercial General Liability Insurance providing coverage for bodily injury and property damage 
claims arising on or from the use of the Permanent Easement Premises. 
 

7.0 CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
7.1 All construction activities shall be confined to the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary 

Easement Premises.  No construction personnel or equipment shall be permitted outside the 
Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises while engaged in construction 
activities.  The COUNTY shall install temporary construction fencing or silt fencing at the boundary of 
the Permanent Easement Premises or Temporary Easement Premises (whichever is at the limits of 
construction) prior to starting the work. 

7.2 The DISTRICT shall not be responsible for or have control over the construction means, methods, 
techniques, or procedures with respect to the construction of the PROJECT.  In no event shall the 
DISTRICT be responsible for or have any obligation with respect to the safety of any person 
performing work on the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises, 
including, but not limited to, the employees of the COUNTY or of any contractor, subcontractor, 
agent, or consultant. 

7.3  The COUNTY shall maintain the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises 
in accordance with applicable safety rules and regulations. 

7.4  In the event the COUNTY, its employees or agents, or any contractor or subcontractor engaged to 
perform work on the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises causes any 
damage to trees, shrubs, or other vegetation or landscaping, or any improvements lying outside the 
boundaries thereof, the COUNTY shall pay the cost of replacement in the case of trees, shrubs or 
other vegetation, and in the case of landscaping or improvements, shall pay the cost of restoration 
and repair.  Said costs shall be calculated at current replacement costs as reasonably determined by 
the DISTRICT for all material, labor, and incidentals necessary for a complete restoration and repair. 
In addition to paying for the cost of restoration and repair, the COUNTY shall pay the DISTRICT an 
amount equal to 15 percent of the cost of restoration and repair for administrative and supervision 
expenses. 

 
8.0 RESTORATION 
8.1  Following completion of the PROJECT, all areas affected or disturbed within the Permanent Easement 

Premises and Temporary Easement Premises shall be restored in accordance with the Final Plan.  The 
COUNTY’S restoration of the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises is 
subject to DISTRICT inspection and acceptance.     
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8.2 If the COUNTY fails to properly restore the Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement 
Premises within 30 days of service of the DISTRICT’S written demand for the restoration work, the 
DISTRICT shall have the right to take such action as it deems necessary to perform the restoration or 
corrective work, which shall include the authority to (a) perform the work with its own personnel and 
(b) engage the services of an independent contractor to perform the work.  The COUNTY shall 
reimburse the DISTRICT for costs associated with said DISTRICT restoration or corrective work within 
60 days of service of the DISTRICT’S written demand for payment.  

  
9.0 FUTURE WORK 
9.1 The COUNTY shall provide written notice to the DISTRICT no less than 60 days prior to access to the 

Permanent Easement Premises for any major work.  The COUNTY shall notify the DISTRICT’S 
designated project representative no less than 10 business days prior to access to the Permanent 
Easement Premises for any minor maintenance work.   

9.2. The COUNTY shall comply with the requirements specified in Paragraph 8.0 for restoration of any 
future work within the Permanent Easement. 

 
10.0 INDEMNIFICATION 
10.1 To the extent permitted by law, the COUNTY shall defend, save, and hold harmless the DISTRICT, its 

elected officials, officers, employees and agents from any and all claims, liabilities, causes of action, 
losses, damages and for all costs and expenses related thereto, including, without limitation, 
reasonable attorney and expert witness fees that may at any time arise or be claimed by any person 
or entity as a result of bodily injury, sickness, death or property damage, or as a result of any other 
claim or suit of any nature whatsoever, allegedly arising out of or in any manner connected with, 
directly or indirectly, the construction activities, when such bodily injury, sickness, death,  property 
damage or other claim is allegedly caused by a negligent or intentional act or omission on the part of 
the COUNTY or its contractors, subcontractors, engineers, consultants, employees, or agents.   

10.2 To the extent permitted by law, the COUNTY shall also defend, save, hold harmless and indemnify 
the DISTRICT from any and all claims, liabilities, causes of action, losses and damages that may arise 
or be claimed by any person or entity for bodily injury, sickness, death or property damage, or for 
any other claim or suit of any nature whatsoever, arising from or in any manner connected with, 
directly or indirectly, any defect in the proposed storm sewer and swale caused by defective 
materials, workmanship or construction methods. 

10.3 The obligation on the part of the COUNTY to defend, hold harmless and indemnify the DISTRICT is 
perpetual for the Permanent Easement Premises and shall extend for an additional four years 
subsequent to the expiration of the Temporary Easement Premises.   

10.4 The COUNTY shall require each contractor who performs any work on the Permanent Easement 
Premises and Temporary Easement Premises, to defend, hold harmless and indemnify the DISTRICT 
to the same extent as required of the COUNTY under this paragraph 10.0, Indemnification. 

10.5 The COUNTY shall promptly pay all costs and expenses relating to any and all work within the 
Permanent Easement Premises and Temporary Easement Premises and shall not allow any liens on 
DISTRICT property as a result of the work. To the extent permitted by law, the COUNTY shall defend, 
indemnify, and hold the DISTRICT harmless from any and all liens, costs and expenses arising from 
any work performed under this Agreement.  

 
11.0 BREACH OF AGREEMENT 
11.1 If a Party reasonably believes that a breach of this Agreement has occurred or is occurring, the Party 

shall serve written notice thereof upon the Party committing or permitting such breach to occur, 
specifying in detail the breach and the facts supporting such claim.  The Party alleged to have 
committed the breach shall have 30 days within which to cure the violation.  A Party may extend the 
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30-day cure period for a reasonable time if a Party has undertaken to cure the breach within the 30-
day period and continues to diligently and in good faith works to complete the corrective action.    

11.2 Action by any Party to enforce this Agreement shall be without prejudice to the exercise of any other 
rights provided herein or by law or in equity to remedy a breach of this Agreement, subject to the 
terms of the preceding Paragraph 11.1. 

11.3 A waiver by a Party of any breach of one or more of the terms of this Agreement on the part of the 
other Party shall not constitute a waiver of any subsequent or other breach of the same or other 
term, nor shall the failure on the part of a Party to require exact, full and complete compliance with 
any of the terms contained herein be construed as changing the terms of this Agreement or estopping 
a Party from enforcing full compliance with the provisions set forth herein.  No delay, failure, or 
omission of a Party to exercise any right, power, privilege or option arising from a breach shall impair 
any right, privilege or option, or be construed as a waiver or acquiescence in such breach or as a 
relinquishment of any right.  No option, right, power, remedy or privilege of the Parties shall be 
construed as being exhausted by the exercise thereof in one or more instances.  The rights, power, 
privileges, and remedies given the Parties under this Agreement and by law shall be cumulative. 

 
12.0 NOTICES 
12.1 All notices required to be given under the terms of this Agreement shall be in writing and served by 

certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, properly addressed with the postage prepaid 
and deposited in the United States mail.  Notices served upon the DISTRICT shall be directed to the 
Executive Director, Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, P.O. Box 5000, Wheaton, IL  60189-
5000.  Notices served upon COUNTY shall be directed to the Director, DuPage County Department of 
Transportation, County of DuPage, 421 N. County Farm Road, Wheaton, Illinois 60187.  Any Party 
may designate a new location for service of notices by serving notice of the change in accordance 
with the requirements of this paragraph. 

 
13.0 MISCELLANEOUS TERMS 
13.1 All rights, title and privileges herein granted, including all benefits and burdens, shall be binding upon 

and inure to the benefit of the Parties hereto, their respective successors and assigns. 
13.2 The DISTRICT hereby reserves the right to use, or permit to be used, the Permanent Easement 

Premises in any manner that will not prevent or materially interfere with the exercise by the COUNTY 
of the rights granted herein.  

13.3  
13.4 The DISTRICT shall be responsible for recording this Agreement, at its expense, in the Office of the 

Recorder of Deeds, DuPage County, and for providing the COUNTY with a recorded copy.  
13.5 The provisions set forth herein represent the entire agreement between the Parties and supersede 

any previous oral or written agreements, as it is the intent of the Parties to provide for a complete 
integration within the terms of this Agreement.  No provision may be modified in any respect unless 
such modification is in writing, duly approved and signed by all Parties. 

13.6 This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois. The jurisdiction 
and venue for resolving any disputes concerning the Parties respective performance, or failure to 
perform, under this Agreement, shall be in the 18th Judicial Circuit Court, DuPage County, Illinois. 

13.7 This Agreement shall be executed in duplicate, and each Party shall retain a fully executed original, 
all of which shall be deemed to be one agreement. 

 
 

SIGNATURES ON NEXT PAGE 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement on the dates stated below.   
 
FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF    COUNTY OF DUPAGE 
DUPAGE COUNTY  
 
BY:________________________________   BY:______________________________________  
      Daniel Hebreard, President          Deborah A. Conroy, Chair,  

      DuPage County Board  
 

 
ATTEST:____________________________  ATTEST:__________________________________ 
     Judith Malahy, Secretary    Jean Kaczmarek, County Clerk  
 
Date signed:_________________________  Date signed:______________________________ 
 
 
 











Group Exhibit B





Route: Army Trail Road 
Sec on: 21-00240-09-BR 
County: DuPage 
Job Number:  
Parcel Number: 0005PE 
Sta oning: 48+76.11 to 58+13.09 
Parcel Index Number: 01-14-301-003; 
01-23-101-001

0005PE 

That part of the Southwest Quarter of Sec on 14 and the Northwest Quarter of Sec on 23, Township 40 
North, Range 9, East of the Third Principal Meridian, in DuPage County, Illinois, bearings and distances 
based on the Illinois State Plane Coordinate System, East Zone, NAD83 (2011 adjustment), with a 
combined factor of 0.99994663, described as follows: 

Beginning at the intersec on of the south line of said Sec on 14 with the east line of Pawlowski’s 
Division, recorded July 6, 1981 as document R81-035532, being also the north line of Army Trail Road per 
document R48-543526, recorded April 16, 1948, thence North 9 degrees 25 minutes 27 seconds West, 
12.87 feet along said east line; thence North 89 degrees 27 minutes 48 seconds East, 10.12 feet; thence 
South 9 degrees 25 minutes 27 seconds East, 6.07 feet; thence North 89 degrees 27 minutes 48 seconds 
East, 121.52 feet; thence North 0 degrees 30 minutes 9 seconds West, 5.00 feet; thence North 89 
degrees 27 minutes 48 seconds East, 90.00 feet; thence South 0 degrees 30 minutes 9 seconds East, 5.00 
feet; thence North 89 degrees 27 minutes 48 seconds East, 88.10 feet; thence easterly 588.22 feet along 
a curve to the right, having a radius of 4,969.15 feet, the chord of said curve bears South 87 degrees 8 
minutes 44 seconds East, 587.88 feet; thence North 6 degrees 31 minutes 6 seconds East, 8.00 feet; 
thence southeasterly 45.63 feet along a non-tangent curve to the right, having a radius of 4,977.15 feet, 
the chord of said curve bears South 83 degrees 29 minutes 28 seconds East, 45.63 feet to a point located 
70.50 feet northwesterly of the intersec on of the extension of said curve with the west line of Lot 4 in 
Gerber’s First Subdivision, recorded November 23, 1959 as document R59-948112 as measured along 
said curve extended; thence South 6 degrees 31 minutes 6 seconds West, 16.00 feet to the north line of 
Army Trail Road per document R47-533120, recorded September 22, 1947 at a point located 70.03 feet 
northwesterly of the southwest corner of said Lot 4 as measured along said north line of Army Trail 
Road; thence northwesterly 632.87 feet along a non-tangent curve to the le , having a radius of 
4,961.15 feet, the chord of said curve bears North 86 degrees 52 minutes 56 seconds West, 632.44 feet 
along said north line; thence South 89 degrees 27 minutes 48 seconds West, 85.81 along said north line 
to the east line of the Isherwood property as shown on said document R48-543526; thence North 7 
degrees 29 minutes 43 seconds West, 1.67 feet along said Isherwood property line to said south line of 
Sec on 14, being also a jog in the north line of said Army Trail Road; thence South 89 degrees 21 
minutes 57 seconds West, 222.68 feet along said south line of Sec on 14, being also the north line of 
Army Trail road to the Point of Beginning. 

Said parcel contains 0.186 acres (8,087 sq. .), more or less. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The DuPage County Division of Transportation (DuDOT) is proposing improvements to the Army Trail Road bridge over 
the West Branch DuPage River located within the Village of Bartlett and Unincorporated, DuPage County, Illinois (T40N, 
R9E, Section 23). Adjacent land use includes residential, commercial, and undeveloped land associated with Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County (FPDDC), Hawk Hollow Forest Preserve, Lower West Branch Forest Preserve, and Deep 
Quarry Lake, as well as existing roadways and roadway rights-of-way (ROW), the West Branch DuPage River, and the West 
Branch DuPage River Trail. 
 
Surveys to identify trees within the tree survey limits were performed by GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. (GZA), formerly 
Huff & Huff, Inc. staff on August 23 and 26, 2024. The tree survey was overseen by a certified International Society for 
Arboriculture (ISA) Arborist. The limits of the tree survey are presented on Figure 1 in Appendix A. Representative 
photographs are also included in Appendix A.  
 
The objective of this Tree Survey Report is to summarize the amount and condition of tree resources within the survey 
limits, as well as report any unique conditions observed during the field assessments.  
 
2.0  METHODOLOGIES 
 
This tree survey follows Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Departmental Policies (D&E-18) for all areas 
within the tree survey limits located on IDOT or local roads (DuDOT) property. In addition, the tree survey follows 
FPDDC policies for all areas within the tree survey limits located on FPDDC property. The project corridor lies within, 
and is surrounded by FPDDC properties, including Hawk Hollow Forest Preserve and Lower West Branch Forest Preserve.  
 
2.1 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION METHODOLOGIES 
 
This tree survey follows Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Departmental Policies (D&E-18) regarding the 
preservation and replacement of trees and IDOT Bureau of Design and Environment (BDE) Manual Section 26-17.06(a) 
regarding tree survey methodologies. IDOT D&E-18 provides guidance for decision making regarding the management 
of trees in conjunction with the planning, design, construction, and maintenance of facilities on the Illinois State 
highway system.  
 
All trees with a diameter at breast height (DBH) of six inches or greater as well as trees with a DBH of less than six 
inches when such have been intentionally planted for landscaping, environmental mitigation, or habitat 
preservation/enhancement purposes were identified and surveyed. In addition, the location of trees with special 
functions, specimen, and exceptional trees, and oak (Quercus spp.) and hickory (Carya spp.) trees were documented.  
 
Tree surveys using IDOT D&E 18 methodologies do not include an assessment of volunteer trees or large shrubs that 
are identified in the Invasive Plant Species – Regulated by the Illinois Exotic Weed Act (Technical Forestry Bulletin NRES-
1601, University of Illinois Extension). This includes Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), Autumn olive (Elaeagnus 
umbellata/Elaeagnus pungens), glossy buckthorn (Frangula alnus), common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) and 
other buckthorn species (Rhamnus spp.), honeysuckle species (Lonicera spp.), and saltcedar (Tamarix spp.). 
 
Trees were inventoried within the tree survey limits using the Direct Counting Method. Tree inventories are provided 
in Appendix B DuDOT Tree Survey (Left Offsets/North) and Appendix C DuDOT Tree Survey (Right Offsets/South).  
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2.2 FOREST PRESERVE OF DUPAGE COUNTY METHODOLOGIES 
 
This tree survey follows FPDDC policies for trees located on FPDDC properties. The FPDDC requires all trees, including 
invasive and dead trees, with a DBH of three inches or greater be tagged and surveyed.  
 
Tree inventories are provided in Appendix D FPDDC Tree Survey (Left Offsets/North), Appendix E FPDDC Tree Survey 
(Right Offsets/South).  
 
2.3 ASH SPECIES 
 
Ash tree species (Fraxinus spp.) were assessed for the presence of the emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis). Visual 
indicators used to assess the presence/absence of the emerald ash borer include the following: 
 

 D-shaped exit holes that new adults leave behind when emerging from the tree; 
 Jagged holes created by birds pecking and scraping at the tree to extract larvae; 
 Blotching and discoloration of the bark prevalent on branches and/or the trunk; 
 Wilting and yellowing of the foliage and die-back on branches; 
 Re-sprouts and new growth that arise below the dead portion of the tree, usually at the base; and  
 Long, winding, s-shaped burrows apparent underneath the bark. 

 
Ash trees infested with the emerald ash borer exhibit strong visual evidence of one or more of the above indicators. 
 
3.0 TREE EVALUATION RESULTS 
 
3.1 TREES ON DUDOT PROPERTY 
 
3.1.1 Tree Type 
 
A total of ten (10) trees were identified on DuDOT property within the survey limits. A total of six (6) types of trees 
were identified on DuDOT property. The most common species identified on DuDOT property include black locust 
(Robinia pseudoacacia, 20 percent), black walnut (Juglans nigra, 20 percent), box elder (Acer negundo, 20 percent), 
and Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila, 20 percent). Table 3-1 presents the tree distribution data for trees located on DuDOT 
property. 
 

TABLE 3–1 DUDOT TREE DATA BY TYPE 
Type Number Percent of Total 

Black locust 2 20 
Black walnut 2 20 
Box elder 2 20 
Siberian elm 2 20 
American elm (Ulmus americana) 1 10 
Dead 1 10 
TOTAL 10 100 
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3.1.2 Tree Health and Structure 
 
Tree health and structure were assessed during the tree survey and are summarized in Tables 3-2 and 3-3, respectively. 
Tree health refers to the vigor of the tree. Signs of disease are considered when evaluating the health of a tree. The 
structure of the tree refers to the branching pattern. The normal shape of individual tree species is considered and 
compared to the tree species in the field. Missing or cut branches are also considered when rating the structure of the 
tree.  
 
Tree health percentages equal 60 percent good, 20 percent fair, ten percent poor, and ten percent dead. Tree 
structure percentages equal 40 percent good, 50 percent fair, zero percent poor, and ten percent dead. 
 

TABLE 3–2 DUDOT TREE DATA BY HEALTH 
Health Number Percent of Total 
Good 6 60 
Fair 2 20 
Poor 1 10 
Dead 1 10 

TOTAL 10 100 
 

TABLE 3–3 DUDOT TREE DATA BY STRUCTURE 
Structure  Number Percent of Total 

Good 4 40 
Fair 5 50 
Poor 0 0 
Dead 1 10 

TOTAL 10 100 
 

3.1.3 Tree Origin 
 

All of the trees (100 percent) identified on DuDOT property are considered volunteer.  
 

3.2 TREES ON FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF DUPAGE COUNTY PROPERTY 

3.2.1 Tree Type 

A total of 369 trees are located on FPDDC property within the tree survey limits. Fourteen (14) types of trees were 
identified based on the tree inventory. The most common tree types are common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica, 46 
percent), dead (16 percent), American elm (11 percent), and box elder (ten percent). Table 3-4 presents the tree data 
by type for trees identified within the tree survey limits on FPDDC property.  
 

TABLE 3–4 FPDDC TREE DATA BY TYPE 
Type Number Percent of Total* 
Common buckthorn 170 46 
Dead 59 16 
American elm 39 11 
Box elder 38 10 
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Type Number Percent of Total* 
Black locust 29 8 
Black walnut 9 2 
Siberian elm 8 2 
Honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) 5 1 
Sugar maple (Acer saccharum) 3 1 
White mulberry (Morus alba)  3 1 
Black willow (Salix nigra) 2 1 
Basswood (Tilia americana) 1 <1 
Eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoides) 1 <1 
Green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) 1 <1 
White spruce (Picea glauca) 1 <1 
TOTAL 369 99* 

  *Total may not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 

3.2.2 Tree Health and Structure  

Tree health and structure were assessed for trees identified within the tree survey limits on FPDDC property and are 
summarized in Tables 3-5 and 3-6, respectively. FPDDC Tree health percentages equal 36 percent good, 36 percent 
fair, 12 percent poor, and 16 percent dead. Tree structure percentages equal 44 percent good, 29 percent fair, 12 
percent poor, and 16 percent dead. 
 

TABLE 3–5 FPDDC TREE DATA BY HEALTH 
Health Number Percent of Total 
Good 131 36 
Fair 133 36 
Poor 45 12 
Dead 60 16 

TOTAL 369 100 
    

TABLE 3–6 FPDDC TREE DATA BY STRUCTURE 
Structure  Number Percent of Total 

Good 161 44 
Fair 106 29 
Poor 43 12 
Dead 59 16 

TOTAL 369 101* 
   *Total may not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
 

3.2.3 Tree Origin 
 

One tree (< 1%) identified on FPDDC property is considered landscaped. The remaining 368 trees (>99%) are 
considered volunteer.  
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3.3 SCREENING TREES 
 
Screening trees are typically coniferous, or trees that contain foliage throughout the year compared to deciduous 
trees, that do not contain foliage for portions of the year. Deciduous trees have reduced screening functions during 
portions of the year when foliage is not present. Four (4) screening trees, Tree Numbers 5815, 5817, 5826, and 5829, 
trees which obstructs the view of a residential lot from the street, are present within the survey limits.  
 
3.4 TREES WITH SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
 
Trees that serve as a buffer between a highway and a State-listed Natural Area, Nature Preserve, or Land and Water 
Reserve are considered to possess special functions. There are no State-listed Natural Areas, Nature Preserves, or 
Land and Water Reserves within or immediately adjacent to the survey limits. Trees with special functions were not 
identified during the tree survey. 

 
3.5 SPECIMEN AND EXCEPTIONAL TREES 
 
Specimen trees are those listed on the 2021 National Register of Champion Trees and the 2020 Illinois Big Tree 
Register; those that are outstanding examples possessing exceptional size, form, etc.; or those having recognized 
historical significance (IDOT D&E-18). There are no specimen trees within the survey limits. None of the surveyed trees 
are on the 2021 National Register of Champion Trees or the 2020 Illinois Big Tree Register.  
 
Exceptional trees are native trees that are average to high quality based on their coefficient of conservatism (C-value, 
Wilhelm and Rericha, 2017), have large size, and have good structure or landscaped trees that provide visual 
aesthetics, have large size, and have good health and structure. Another factor considered when evaluating 
exceptional trees is age. Telling a Tree’s Age (Jones, Bowles, & Jones, 2006) provides a methodology for estimating 
the approximate age of non-landscaped trees and trees not growing in open areas based on the DBH. A copy of the 
article is provided in Appendix F.  
 
The International Society for Arboriculture (ISA) has developed a methodology for estimating the approximate age of 
trees based upon DBH. Trees have different growth rates, depending on the species. The approximate age of trees 
can be calculated by multiplying a tree’s DBH by the growth factor for the tree species as determined by the ISA. A 
copy of tree growth factors by species is provided in Appendix F.  
 
One (1) exceptional tree was identified within the survey limits, which is summarized in Appendix F. High-quality, 
conservative tree species are present within and adjacent to the tree survey limits located on FPDDC property. Species 
present within the tree survey limits that have a C-value of 5 or greater include sugar maple and basswood. 
 
3.6 OAK AND HICKORY TREES 
 
Oak and hickory trees (Quercus spp. and Carya spp.) are conservative native trees possessing C-values of 4 or greater. 
Oaks are classified as a keystone species as many fauna species rely on them for habitat and a food source. Populations 
of native trees, including oaks and hickories in Illinois are dwindling due to environmental and human induced stresses. 
Preserving both reproductively active younger oak trees and larger oak trees are critical to maintain future oak 
populations. For this reason, in addition to the identified exceptional trees, it is recommended that oak and hickory 
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trees regardless of size, health rating, and structure rating, be preserved and protected within and immediately 
adjacent to the survey limits, when practical.  
 
Oak and hickory trees were not identified within the survey limits. 
 
4.0 SUMMARY OF TREE SURVEY 
 
A total of 379 trees were surveyed within the survey limits, of which 369 trees are located on FPDDC property. 
Specimen trees were not identified within the survey limits. One (1) tree was identified as exceptional within the 
survey limits. Four (4) screening trees, Tree Numbers 5815, 5817, 5826, and 5829, were identified in the survey limits. 
Oak and hickory trees were not identified within the survey limits. 
 
Impacts to tree resources will be determined using the limits of proposed construction. The tree impacts will be 
assessed upon development of final or near final geometry. 
 
5.0 MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
5.1 IDOT REQUIREMENTS 
 
The IDOT D&E – 18 policy requires the replacement of isolated trees or small groups of trees within the project ROW 
to the extent practical. If bare root or balled and burlapped trees are used for replacement plantings, a minimum ratio 
of 1:1 is recommended for the number of trees planted to the number of trees intended to be removed. If seedlings 
are used, a minimum ratio of 3:1 is recommended for the number of trees planted to the number of trees intended 
to be removed. Replacement trees should be planted in suitable locations as close as practical to the removal site. 

5.1.1 Screening Trees 

Replacement of trees providing visual screens must provide similar functions as the trees removed. Four (4) screening 
trees, Tree Numbers 5815, 5817, 5826, and 5829, were identified within the survey limits as summarized in Section 
3.3.  
 
5.2 FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF DUPAGE COUNTY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Mitigation for impacted FPDDC trees will be based on future coordination with the FPDDC.  
 
The final cost and outcome for mitigation associated with impacts to protected tree resources present within the 
project limits will be negotiated between DuDOT and the FPDDC.  
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Figure 1 – Site Location Map 

Figure 2 – Tree Survey Limits Map 

Representative Photographs 
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DuDOT Tree Survey 
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Right Offsets (South) 
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FPDDC Tree Survey 
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Telling a Tree’s Age 

ISA Growth Rates 

Exceptional Trees 

 










