
421 N. COUNTY FARM ROAD
WHEATON, IL 60187

www.dupagecounty.gov
DU PAGE COUNTY
Environmental Committee

Final Summary

8:30 AM Room 3500ATuesday, May 2, 2023

1. CALL TO ORDER

8:30 AM meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Sheila Rutledge at 8:30 AM.

2. ROLL CALL

Other Board Members present: Member Yeena Yoo and Member Patty Gustin.

PRESENT Covert, Cronin Cahill, Garcia, LaPlante, and Rutledge

REMOTE Evans

MOTION TO ALLOW REMOTE PARTICIPATION

Member Cahill moved and Member Covert seconded a motion to allow Member Evans to 
participate remotely, pursuant to Section 7(a) of the Open Meetings Act.

RESULT: APPROVED

Cynthia Cronin CahillMOVER: 

SECONDER: Sadia Covert

3. CHAIRWOMAN'S REMARKS - CHAIR RUTLEDGE

Chairwoman Rutledge reminded the committee members of her efforts for the Single Trash 
Hauler Project.  Chairwoman Rutledge will be speaking on this topic on the next County Board 
meeting and hoped that the committee members would support her in this effort.  Member Cahill 
expressed support for this project although she will be unable to attend the next County Board 
meeting.

3.A. April Civic Awareness Event on Plastics

The April Civic Awareness Event on Plastics was held by the League of Woman's Voters.  The 
first day the event was held about 100 people attended.  Chairwoman Sheila Rutledge expressed 
that it was well thought out.

3.B. Sign Recycling Event

The Sign Recycling Event held on April 21, 2023 obtained 27 cubic yards of signs.  This event is 
to be held two to three weeks after every election for the public.  

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

David Barcus with Dark Sky spoke during public comments.  Mr. Barcus attended Earth Day in 
Naperville and will be working with SCARCE.  Mr. Barcus reviewed a study with the committee 
gathered in Indianapolis.  

Executive Director of SCARCE, Kay McKeen, announced that SCARCE will be having a 
display in partnership with Dark Sky.  Ms. McKeen expressed gratitude to those who went out to 
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support the students in the Annual Sustainable Design Challenge.

Marylee Len, a resident of DuPage County, suggested in person the possibility of having the 
signs collected from the Sign Recycling Event to be repurposed by the local beekeepers. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5.A.

Environmental Committee Minutes - Regular Meeting - Tuesday, April 4, 2023

23-1668

Attachments: Environmental Committee Minutes - Regular Meeting - Tuesday, 
April 4, 2023

RESULT: APPROVED

Sheila RutledgeMOVER: 

SECONDER: Sadia Covert

6. PARENT COMMITTEE APPROVAL

6.A.

Memorandum of Understanding between the County of DuPage and Midwest Renewable 
Energy Association to provide a solar group buy program at no cost to the County.

EN-R-0016-23

Attachments: Solar Switch Chicagoland MOU_2023

RESULT: APPROVED AT COMMITTEE

Sheila RutledgeMOVER: 

SECONDER: Sadia Covert

7. PRESENTATIONS

7.A.

2022 Solid Waste & Recycling Annual Report

23-1669

Environmental and Sustainability Programs Manager, Joy Hinz, presented the 2022 Solid 
Waste & Recycling Annual Report.   On a national level, California and Colorado passed 
an extended producer packaging bills.  On Federal level, there was a lot of investment 
from the United States on recycling education grants and recycling infrastructure grants.  
At county level multiple special recyclable collections were organized for the community.  
Special collections events included but are not limited to tire collection, shredding events, 
and Rx Box programs.  The divisions' website has received thousands of views for 
recycling guides and electronics recycling.   

Attachments: 2022 Solid Waste & Recycling Annual Report

8. STAFF REPORTS
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8.A. Grow Geo Chicagoland Program

DuPage County will be working alongside Citizens of Utility Board (CUB) and Midwest 
Renewable Energy Association to introduce a new geothermal heat pump group-buy.  The first 
goal is to educate residents on the benefits of geothermal and alongside offer a discounted 
geothermal unit.  An evening webinar will be held on June 5th, 2023.  The geothermal group-buy 
is open to all residents of Illinois.   

9. OLD BUSINESS

Member Yoo relayed messages she had received from the public, asking if it was possible to 
move up the Sign Recycling Event to potentially be scheduled right after elections as oppose to 
the current two to three week wait.  Chairwoman Rutledge shared that the event is held two to 
three weeks after the election because that is around the time that the election is certified.  

10. NEW BUSINESS

No new business was discussed.

11. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 AM.
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421 N. COUNTY FARM ROAD
WHEATON, IL 60187

www.dupagecounty.gov
DU PAGE COUNTY
Environmental Committee

Final Summary

8:30 AM Room 3500ATuesday, April 4, 2023

1. CALL TO ORDER

8:30 AM meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Sheila Rutledge at 8:30 AM.

2. ROLL CALL

Member Covert arrived at 8:45 AM.

PRESENT Cronin Cahill, Evans, Garcia, LaPlante, and Rutledge

LATE Covert

3. CHAIRWOMAN'S REMARKS - CHAIR RUTLEDGE

Chairwoman Rutledge informed the committee that Kay McKeen, Director of SCARCE, was 
featured in the Naperville magazine.  She shared that she recently read in an article that 
electricity generated from renewables exceeded coal for the first time in 2022.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

David Barcus with Dark Sky spoke during public comment.  Mr. Barcus provided event updates 
and announced the name change for the agency as Dark Sky and no longer International Dark 
Sky.  

Catherine Francyck with League of Women Voters reminded the committee of the Plastic 
Pollution Community Solutions event.  The event will host multiple speakers and a roundtable 
discussion, where the Chairwoman and staff of the Environmental Committee will be 
participating.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5.A.

Environmental Committee Minutes - Regular Meeting - Tuesday, March 7, 2023

23-1355

Attachments: Minutes Summary

RESULT: APPROVED

Cynthia Cronin CahillMOVER: 

SECONDER: Lucy Evans

6. PARENT COMMITTEE APPROVAL

6.A. EN-R-0015-23
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Resolution of Support for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Greenest Region Compact

Joy Hinz, Environmental and Sustainability Programs Manager, reviewed the 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Greenest Region Compact.  The Greenest Region Compact 
has 49 high level goals with 140 communities having already adopted it.  The framework 
include climate, economic development, energy, land, mobility, municipal operations, 
sustainable communities, water,  waste, and recycling.  DuPage County is already 
working in these areas.  Participation in the Greenest Region Compact will enable the 
county to participate in the Caucus' E.V. Readiness Program and potentially qualify for 
future sustainability funding.  

Attachments: Greenest Region Compact

RESULT: APPROVED AT COMMITTEE

Paula GarciaMOVER: 

SECONDER: Lynn LaPlante

7. DISCUSSION

7.A.

Campus Cafeteria Packaging Follow Up

23-1356

Manager of Support Services, Diane Borske, opened the conversation about the Campus 
Cafeteria Packaging.  The cafeteria campus has changed out containers to eliminate 
Styrofoam use for a eco-friendly alternative.  Recently, the price of Styrofoam has 
increased by two-fold making the turn over to eco-friendly alternatives easier.  However, 
there is still a need for a 35% increase in budget.  Nick Kottmeyer, Director of Public 
Works, stated that this would require a change order through the County Board out of 
contingency and the budget for the year 2024 would accommodate for this increase 
moving forward.  Committee members supported this change and budget increase for the 
Care Center.

Attachments: Memo for Sustainable Packaging

8. PRESENTATIONS

8.A. Fairgrounds Gardens

Executive Director of The Garden Works Project, Jeannie Iseman, presented.  The Garden 
Works Project is a volunteer-run organization that runs home gardens.  They partner with food 
pantries to donate what is grown in the home gardens to provide fresh produce for those in need.  
They currently have a garden plot located on county grounds that was developed in 2022 in 
partnership with the fairgrounds.  Within the first year, the volunteers were able to harvest over 
1,200 pounds of produce from the plot.  Due to expressed interest, The Garden Works Project 
invites partnership with DuPage County to maintain a vegetation plot.  In continuance effort to 
connect home gardeners with local food pantries, The Garden Works Project has come to a 
licensing agreement for a mobile app called Fresh Food Connect, that supports a home gardener 
and provides information on local food pantries that may need their donated extra produce.   The 
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Garden Works Project has an interest in erecting a greenhouse to create a winterized garden to 
supply local food pantries with fresh produce all year long.  In order to fund this project, a 
$200,000 grant request would need to be submitted to ARPA if the committee wishes to pursue 
it.  The request would have to go to Finance Committee then County Board for approval.  All 
committee members came to a consensus to support the project.  

8.B. SCARCE

Kay McKeen, Director of SCARCE, provided a presentation on current and past events.  
SCARCE recently toured the Groot sorting facility with teachers and community leaders.   They 
hosted a Waste Audit demonstration and provided updates on Earth Flag ceremonies.  They are 
looking forward to hosting their annual Sustainable Design Challenge.  SCARCE received a 
$5,000 grant from the DuPage Foundation to repair instruments that are donated.  

9. OLD BUSINESS

No old business was discussed.

10. NEW BUSINESS

No new business was discussed.

11. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:07 AM.
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Environmental Resolution 421 N. COUNTY FARM
ROAD

WHEATON, IL 60187
www.dupagecounty.gov

File #: EN-R-0016-23 Agenda Date: 5/2/2023 Agenda #: 6.A.

Mem

orandumMEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
 BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF DU PAGE

AND MIDWEST RENEWABLE ENERGY ASSOCIATION
TO PROVIDE A SOLAR GROUP BUY PROGRAM

(NO COUNTY COST)

..resolution

WHEREAS, the Illinois General Assembly has granted the County of DuPage (“COUNTY”) authority
to enter into agreements and do all other acts in relation to the concerns of the County necessary to the exercise
of its corporate powers (55 ILCS 5/5-1005); and

WHEREAS, the DuPage County Strategic Plan includes a Quality of Life Imperative 1: , to 1.3.2
Facilitate the goal of reducing greenhouse gas levels by 20% by 2030, as well as other “Cool DuPage” goals to
be accomplished through education efforts aimed at increasing the knowledge and use of alternative energy
solutions throughout the COUNTY; and

WHEREAS, the COUNTY has an opportunity to partner with the Midwest Renewable Energy
Association (“MREA”), a non-profit with principal offices at 7558 Deer Road, Custer, Wisconsin 54423. and
Citizens Utility Board (CUB), a non-profit with principal offices at 309 West Washington Street, Chicago, IL
60606, on a “Solar Switch” program, which will be a solar group buy program to educate DuPage County
residents about the benefits of solar power and connect residents with a lower cost group buy solar opportunity;
and

WHEREAS, the MREA and CUB have prepared the attached Memorandum of Understanding
(hereinafter “MOU”) with the COUNTY to develop a Program and Scope of Work that accomplishes the Solar
Switch goals and Strategic Plan Imperative at no cost to the COUNTY.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the DuPage County Board that that Chair and Clerk of said
Board are hereby directed and authorized to execute the attached Memorandum of Understanding between the
COUNTY, MREA, and CUB effective May 9, 2023.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk shall transmit a copy of this Resolution and
executed MOU to the CUB and MREA.

Enacted and approved this 9th day of May, 2023 at Wheaton, Illinois.

________________________________

DEBORAH A. CONROY, CHAIR
DU PAGE COUNTY BOARD

Attest: ___________________________________

JEAN KACZMAREK, COUNTY CLERK
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING   May 2023 
 

 

 
This Agreement is entered into between the Midwest Renewable Energy Association (“MREA”) and DuPage 

County (“COUNTY”) and is effective as of May 9, 2023.   
 

THE PROJECT 
 
The Project is a Solar Group Buy program, called Solar Switch Chicagoland (“PROGRAM”). PROGRAM will 

provide homeowners and small businesses (“RESIDENTS”) who are interested in rooftop solar, battery energy 
storage systems, and/or electric vehicle charging upgrades with the necessary support to reduce the cost and 
complexity of making these important investments for a clean energy transition. COUNTY will be, along with [Cook, 
DuPage, Kane, Lake, and Will] County and the City of Chicago, one of MREA’s leadership partners for the 
PROGRAM.  

 
MREA and Citizens Utility Board (“CUB”) will continue to administer the Program and manage public 

engagement including program website and public information sessions (i.e. Solar Power Hours). This should be 
comparable to the support currently being provided by the MREA and CUB for Grow Solar program efforts. 

 
MREA’s program implementation partner, iChoosr, holds a contract with solar installers (selected through a 

competitive bid process), which outlines the scope of work and legal obligations of a qualified installer who wishes to 
participate in the Program. This contract requires the installer to adhere to the group pricing they proposed during the 
competitive bid process, subject to audit by the Program. The installer contract shall indemnify and hold harmless the 
MREA and any additional Program Team members and all the program partners (jurisdictions and local nonprofit 
organizations, if any), including COUNTY. The installer carries liability for the work they perform and minimum 
hardware and workmanship warranties are required of all participating installers. For each solar installation, each 
individual property owner enters into their own contract with the installer separately. Neither COUNTY, nor MREA, 
CUB or iChoosr shall be made a party or privy in the contract between the Resident and installers. 

 
MREA, CUB, and iChoosr will strive to execute 2 solar group buys per year, with the first targeted to launch 

by June 1, 2023. 
 

THE AGREEMENT 
 
The following is an agreement between MREA and COUNTY with the goal of furthering the respective 

missions of both. MREA and COUNTY acknowledge that no contractual relationship is created by or between them 
by this MOU, but agree to work together collaboratively to provide united, visible and responsive leadership of the 
PROGRAM. 
 
The following responsibilities will be shared by MREA, CUB, and iChoosr, including but not limited to: 

● Preparing requests for proposals, establishing requirements and qualifications for the solar installer, 
including but not limited to: NABCEP certification, Master Electrician on staff, locally headquartered; 

● Providing regular updates to advisory committee members;  
● Developing unique “Solar Power Hour” presentations for PROGRAM; 
● Developing and implementing a schedule of public information sessions; 
● Contracting and managing local Solar Power Hour presentation facilitator(s); 
● Creating promotional materials, which may include direct mail, posters, handbills, yard signs; 
● Developing community partnerships to support program outreach efforts; 
● Targeted social media advertising; 
● Facilitating bi-weekly conference calls with program partners; 
● If necessary, auditing proposals given to RESIDENTS by the solar installer; 
● Drafting press releases and other materials that COUNTY can share directly via its own communication 

channels; 
● Cultivating email contacts and sending regular informational and promotional emails; 
● Developing local promotional partnerships with Solar Power Hour host venues and others. 
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To assist in facilitating a successful program, COUNTY will be expected to: 
 

● Allow PROGRAM to utilize the COUNTY name, logo, and likeness for purposes of demonstrating its support 
of PROGRAM. All uses of the COUNTY name, logo, and likeness shall be first reviewed and approved by 
COUNTY in writing. 

● Allow PROGRAM to utilize the name and logo of the COUNTY on a COUNTY reviewed and approved direct 
mailer to identify that the COUNTY supports the PROGRAM. COUNTY shall first be reviewed and approved 
by COUNTY in writing. 

● Invite local stakeholders to join COUNTY and MREA as program partners; 
● Provide staff for one to two seats on Advisory Committee, which will be our primary program contacts, 

including for approval of co-branded program marketing materials; 
● Participate in bi-weekly program team meetings via teleconference, as needed; 
● If safety permits, distribute physical promotional materials at high-traffic locations; 
● In place of securing public space for info sessions, help promote PROGRAM through local and social media, 

electronic newsletters, and/or other means, and help local jurisdictions and nonprofits similarly promote 
PROGRAM; 

 
This MOU shall remain in effect beginning the date of COUNTY’S Countersignature for a period of two (2) years, at 
which time the MOU will automatically renew annually on the applicable anniversary date of the Effective Date of this 
MOU, unless terminated earlier by either COUNTY or MREA.  
 
Either COUNTY or MREA may terminate this MOU for any reason with 90-days advance written notice. In the event 
that either party decides to terminate this MOU, both parties agree to provide their respective best efforts to complete 
any open or ongoing PROGRAM responsibilities as it pertains to RESIDENTS that may already be participating.  
 
 
ACCEPTED BY: 
 
________________________________________                       
DEBORAH A. CONROY, CHAIR                 May 9, 2023 
DU PAGE COUNTY BOARD   
 
________________________________________                    
Nick Hylla, Executive Director               Date 
MREA 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
During recent years there have been challenges to the recycling system with supply 
chain issues, changing markets, and labor shortages. At the same time, Illinois has seen 
increasing interest in recycling with legislation being introduced to improve recycling 
access, clarify labeling to avoid confusion for residents, and a focus on composting to 
close the loop on food waste. As the US EPA sets their national recycling goal of 50% 
by 2030, it will take a combination of local, state, and national efforts to achieve it.  

 

WASTE INDUSTRY IN 2022 
 
  Nationally 

In 2022, the solid waste industry continued to adapt to the ever-evolving realities of 
inflation, labor shortages, supply chain issues, and more. Some of these issues are 
apparent in a commodity market that is seeing corrugated containers priced at an average 
of $78 per ton compared to $169 last year1. These commodity prices aren’t all historic 
lows but can put pressure on material recovery facilities.    
 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for packaging was an impactful year with 
Colorado2 and California3 passing legislation. Maine and Oregon, who passed EPR bills in 
2021, both started a rulemaking process that will define many aspects of their programs. 
EPR typically requires manufacturers of a specific product to fund and administer 
recycling, and recovery programs for that product with government oversight. It currently 
is used in Illinois for mercury switches, mercury thermostats, consumer electronics and 
most recently for medications4. Heading into 2023, EPR bills are prevalent across the 
country covering batteries, paint, carpet and packaging.   
 

  Statewide 
At a state level in 2022, a fire at an Illinois EPA contracted processing plant halted 
household hazardous waste (HHW) collection for the majority of the year. This 
impacted regional HHW facilities across Illinois in addition to one day events. Many 
residents across the state, especially those without access to a regional HHW facility, 
were left with limited or no way to dispose of these materials. Additional information 
on this is included in the HHW section for the regional facility in Naperville that serves 

 
1 RecyclingMarkets.net Staff. “More Price Drops for Recycled Paper and Plastic.” Resource Recycling News, 
Resource Recycling, 10 Oct. 2022,  
2 Sarnoff, Rachel. “Colorado Legislature Passes Landmark EPR Bill for Packaging and Paper.” Product 
Stewardship Institute, Product Stewardship Institute, 28 Dec. 2022,  
3 California, State of. “SB 54: Plastic Pollution Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act.” 
CalRecycle, https://calrecycle.ca.gov/packaging/packaging-epr/.  
4 “Illinois EPA to Host Medication Take Back Program Stakeholder Meeting.” Illinois.gov, 26 Oct. 2022, 
https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.25614.html. 
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DuPage County and the surrounding counties.  
 
 

WASTE AND RECYCLING SURVEY  
 
DuPage County surveys municipalities annually to collect contract services and weights. 
This report contains data from January 1, 2022- December 31, 2022, collected through a 
waste and recycling survey. Twenty-nine communities responded to the survey 
representing 281,457 single family homes. Table 1 provides a summary of those 
responses.  
 
As part of this report, tonnage was requested for residential recycling and refuse. The 
quantity of refuse collected from the curb was measured at 235,099.46 tons. The curbside 
recycling totaled 78,546.92 tons, and landscape waste at 34,032.71 tons. These quantities 
do not include additional material collected at special drop-offs or other means. Special 
collection material is addressed later in this report and was calculated to be an additional 
950.13 tons.  
 
Respondent totals are provided in Appendix A. The recycling rate has been calculated by 
dividing the total recycled tonnage by the total waste tonnage. The average recycling rate 
based on the respondents is 32%. Two municipalities exceeded a 40% recycling rate.   

Table 1: Curbside and Waste Collection in Tons from 2022 Survey 

 
  Recycling 

Contamination continues to be an issue for communities for the 3rd consecutive year as it 
ranked first among respondents as the topic area they want to address in 2023(see figure 
1). Some cities are reporting residential recycling contamination costing 30,000 per 
month5. Contamination is an economic and environmental issue that continues to be the 
top priority for communities in the County. Material Recycling Facilities (MRF) and 
municipalities can see costs increase when contamination rates reduce the value extracted 
from materials. It's why efforts to educate residents on the worst offenders such as wires, 
lithium batteries, and helium tanks is important to keep MRFs operating and drive 
contamination rates down. 

 
5 Fernández, Caleb J. “Contaminated Recycle Bins Are Costing Tucson Taxpayers $30k Every 
Month.” KGUN 9 Tucson News, KGUN 9 Tucson News, 16 May 2022, 
 

Number of municipalities included Refuse collected in tons Recycling collected in tons 

29 235,099.46   78,546.92 
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During 2022, the 
County continued to 
participate in industry 
groups and work with 
other entities to 
produce educational 
material in an effort to 
combat contamination. 
 
As new materials come into the market, it is important for haulers and local governments 
to provide education and outreach to residents in an effort to drive down contamination. 
As a part of this report, communities are surveyed to identify similarities and differences 
in contracts as they relate to educational material. Ninety-three percent of communities 
responded that their waste hauler provided educational material to the residents; eighteen 
had a dedicated flyer or a printed list of acceptable material and fifteen communities 
reported that their hauler provided a dedicated website.  
 
To help inform residents, the County created educational media such as videos and posts 
recycling tips on social media platforms. The County provides and continually updates 
pages on acceptable material for a curbside bin, electronics and textile recycling, and a 
non-curbside/drop off recycling guide on the website. From January 1, 2022 – December 
31, 2022, the County’s online recycling guide recorded a total of 15,089 unique 
pageviews and the electronics webpage recording 30,257 unique pageviews. This metric 
indicates that residents are seeking out recycling information and trying to ensure 
materials go to the right place.  
 
Since all curbside recycling programs don’t have the same list of acceptable materials,  
communities are asked to provide that information in the survey. The differences are 
illustrated in Figure 2. In comparison to prior years the acceptance of cartons and glass 
have remained consistent for communities. Plastics #4 saw an increase in its acceptance 
with all materials staying at similar rates over the last few years. Overall, there is a 
consistency in accepted material for cartons and plastics #1-5.    

Food Scraps

Household 
hazardous 

waste

Paper 

Plastic

Construction 
and 

Demolition 
waste

General 
residential 
recycling 

contamination

Commercial 
recyclables

FOCUS/DIVERSION MATERIALS FOR 2023
Figure 1: Summary        
Responses of 
Question 2 in 2022 
Annual Waste and 
Recycling Survey 
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Figure 2: Accepted Material Survey Responses 

  Special Collections 
Along with curbside waste and recycling collection, many municipalities provide other 
opportunities to dispose or recycle specific commodities. These items can vary and are 
prevented from being landfilled through dedicated recycling efforts or by necessity of a 
landfill ban. In most cases the special collections result in pre-sorted high volumes of a 
single item that is more valuable to a recycler. Across DuPage County there were fifteen 
communities reported that they had provided this opportunity to their residents. One-day 
events can include document shredding, textiles, electronics, foam packaging, and other 
miscellaneous items such as eyeglasses, flags, bikes, and propane tanks. In 2022, the 
County assisted with document shredding events by providing partial funding for 15 
community events.  
  
The County continued to be host location for waste tires collected by local governments. 
Tires were accepted at the County’s Division of Transportation and the Illinois EPA 
provided a registered tire recycler. Through this program over 1,000 tires were recycled 
from 13 local government entities, which is an increase from 2021.   
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Medication 
The HOPE Task Force and DuPage County Health Department offered the Rx Box 
Program for the collection of unused/expired medicines. The Illinois EPA provides a 
vendor to pick up and dispose of the medications which are collected from 18 partner 
locations. The program collected 5,656 pounds of medication for safe disposal which was 
substantially less than in 2021 but is attributed to the fire at the IEPA’s processing facility 
causing collection to be halted for the second half of 2022. The drug take-back bill (IL 
HB 1780 was approved by the General Assembly as will go into effect January 1, 2024.  
The legislation shifts responsibility for programs from the government to drug 
manufacturers.  Drop off locations are still being finalized.   

 
 

  Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
The Regional HHW Facility in Naperville was fully operational for first half of 2022 
until the fire at IEPA’s Ohio processing facility caused a restricted list of accepted 
material to be collected from Illinois residents. There were 17,426 vehicles that dropped 
off waste to the site. The city reported that 10,839 of those cars were from DuPage 
County with the rest from other counties throughout Illinois. The site collected and 
processed more than 46,910 gallons of household hazardous waste (Appendix B). 
Overall, this is a decrease of 5,635 cars (3,065 from DuPage County) and 23,070 fewer 
gallons of waste collected compared to 2021. A rebound more in line with previous totals 
is expected in 2023 with the facility resuming collection of the full list of wastes as of 
March 13, 2023. 
 
In addition to the one-day collections and the Regional HHW Facility, three communities 
included at-your-door collection of hazardous waste for residents Lisle, Lombard, and 
Roselle. Collection data was not collected as part of this report.   
 

  Electronics 
DuPage County collection sites experienced a 22% decrease in total pounds collected 
compared to 2021 (see Table 2). Vehicle counts for the two weekday sites reported that 
18,230 cars utilized the drop off sites, which surpasses the 2021 total by 1,892 cars. This 
drop in weight is attributed to the decreasing size and weight of electronics since 
participation increased.   
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Table 2: 2022 DuPage County Partner Electronics Recycling Collection Data 

 
   In addition, 18 communities offered curbside collection of electronics in their hauling   
   contracts. This resulted in an additional 98,788 pounds of electronic material being 
   recycled.  
 
  Food Scrap Collection 

Food scrap collection is gaining momentum in DuPage 
County and the Chicagoland region as communities look to 
close the loop and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. 
Fourteen communities responded that residential curbside 
food scrap collection is offered through their waste hauling 
program which is an increase from the eleven communities 
in 2021. Food scraps are often collected with landscape 
waste (usually called ride along), so weights are included in 
the reported landscape totals and recycling calculations.  
 
To further support food scrap composting, the County 
partnered with The Conservation Foundation and Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County to host a compost bin 
sale on May 19th, 2022. 

 
  

Partner Location Total Collected in 2022 (lbs.) 
Addison Township (3/year) 24,775 
Bloomingdale Township (3x/year) 48,446 
Burr Ridge Mon-Fri 163,355 
Carol Stream (one-day event) 18,167 
Elk Grove (eWorks) Mon-Fri 46,097 
Elmhurst (quarterly) 72,498 
Glendale Heights (one-day event) 10,373 
Lisle (quarterly) 82,278 
Naperville Mon-Fri 473,820 
Westmont (3x/year) 54,558 
Wheaton 1x/month 178,997 
Woodridge/Christ the Servant (one-day 
event) 

29,130 

TOTAL 1,202,494 

Table 3: Community’s 
Offering Food Scrap 
Collection 
Bloomingdale, Village of 
Clarendon Hills 
Darien 
Downers Grove, Village of 
Elk Grove Village 
Elmhurst 
Glendale Heights 
Glen Ellyn 
Hinsdale 
Lisle, Village of 
Lombard 
Naperville, City of 
West Chicago 
Westmont 
Wheaton 
Winfield, Village of 
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Contract Details 
Acquisitions slowed for the County this year after activity in the last two. Figure 3 below 
reflects the contracts held by waste companies in DuPage.  Appendix C highlights 
specific contract details including services provided and pricing.      

 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY 
DuPage County’s recycling rate has remained relatively steady year-to-year with an 
average recycling rate for 2022 of 32%. Figure 4 reflects residential waste and recycling 
trends over the last 5 years. Recycling levels remained steady while waste saw a slight 
decrease back to 2020 levels.  The overall trends reflect what is being seen by the US EPA 
nationally. The 
EPA’s most recent 
figures on trends 
from 2015-2018 
show that the US 
recycling rate 
decreased from 
34.7% in 2015 to 
32.1% in 20186. 
Efforts to improve 
recycling are 
reflected in EPA’s 
national recycling goals 
of 50% by 2030, and 
grants for recycling education and infrastructure in an attempt to improve capture rates. 
For 2023, the County will continue to work with municipalities and businesses to further 
efforts in decreasing both commercial and residential waste. 

 
6 https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-
overview-facts-and-figures-materials 
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Figure 4: 5-yr compiled data from annual community surveys. 

Figure 3: Identified 
hauler for each 
community respondent. 
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APPENDIX A 

 
  

 
Waste Recycling Landscape 

Waste 
Total 

Recycling 
Total 

Waste 
Recycling 

Rate 
       

Bartlett 12,754.3 3,588.3 1,722.9 5,311.3 18,065.9 29% 
Bensenville 5,275 1,173 811 1,984 7,259 27% 

Bloomingdale 5,983 1,933 
 

1,933 7,916 24% 
Burr Ridge 3,838.5 1,378.5 371.9 1,750.5 5,589 31% 

Carol Stream 10,617.4 2,797.7 1,349.8 4,147.5 14,764.9 28% 
Clarendon Hills 2,264.9 911.2 328.1 1,239.3 3,504.2 35% 

Darien 5,642.3 2,291.7 
 

2,291.7 7,934 29% 
Vil of Downers Grove 12,282.6 5,144.8 1,770.7 6,915.5 19,198.1 36% 

Elk Grove Village 11,141 2,726 811.9 3,537.9 14,678.9 24% 
Elmhurst 12,755.3 4,680.9 1,522.1 6,203.1 18,958.4 33% 

Glen Ellyn 6,420.7 2,942.4 1,265.9 4,208.3 10,629 40% 
Glendale Heights 8,289.5 2,201.4 1,104.6 3,306 11,595.5 29% 

Hanover Park 10,249 2,188 753 2,941 13,190 22% 
Hinsdale 5,366.3 2,049 485.6 2,534.6 7,900.9 32% 

Lisle 4,041 1,941 1,502 3,443 7,484 46% 
Lombard 15,656 3,945 1,203 5,148 20,804 25% 

Naperville 39,174 13,622 11,000 24,622 63,796 39% 
Oakbrook 2,766.6 1,006.3 

 
1,006.3 3,772.9 27% 

Oakbrook Terrace 1,249.3 418.6 97.5 515.9 1,765.2 29% 
Roselle 8,802.9 2,980.2 356.3 3,336.6 12,139.5 27% 

Warrenville 3,460.8 1,318.3 600 1,918.3 5,379.1 36% 
West Chicago 5,802 2,522 749 3,271 9,073 36% 

Westmont 4,969.4 1,684.2 773.7 2,457.9 7,427.3 33% 
Wheaton 10,852.6 5,026.17 1,623.8 6,649.9 17,502.5 38% 

Willowbrook 1,404 292 165 457 1,861 25% 
Winfield 2,687 927 664 1,591 4,278 37% 

Woodridge 6,350.9 2,908.1 880.8 3,788.9 10,139.9 37% 
Wood Dale 4,414.7 1,183.7 535.9 1,719.7 6,1344.4 28% 

Average 8,106.9 2,708.5 1,173.5 3,882.1 11,988.9 32% 
Total 235,099.5 79,546.9 34,032.7 112,579.6 347,679.1 
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APPENDIX B 
 
Excerpt from City of Naperville’s 2022 HHW Facility Annual Report
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